Nursery Curriculum Map 2026-2027
	 
	Autumn 1 
 
	Autumn 2 
 
	Spring 1 
 
	Spring 2 
 
	Summer 1 
 
	Summer 2 
 

	Nursery themes 
	Heads, shoulders, knees and toes
Starting nursery, my new class, my favourites, my family, my interests, my teachers, instruments, colour, nursery rhymes
	Let’s Celebrate!
Birthday celebrations, exploring the outdoor environment, special times, our 5 senses
 
	Traditional tales
 Language rich, role-play, imagination, creative, repeated refrains, retelling of story
	Who helps me?
 Our home heroes, jobs and roles, emergency services, role-play, ambitions, healthy teeth
	Growing and change
Our own life-cycle, animal life-cycle, plant life-cycle, opportunities to grow things, observations
	At the seaside
Comparing towns to seaside, talking about places we have been to, weather, change 

	Focus Texts: 
Carefully chosen high-quality texts that support understanding and concepts
	-From head to toe 
-Incredible you 
- Colour and me 
-Each Peach Pear Plum 

	· Cake 
· You must bring a hat 
· Kipper’s Birthday 
· Little Red Hen (Harvest)
· Postman Bear
· Christmas story 


	-Three Little Pigs
- Goldilocks and the Three Bears
-Billy Goats Gruff 
	- Monkey Puzzle
- You Can’t Call an Elephant in an Emergency
-Clothesline Clues to Jobs People Do
-Doctorsaurus
-Non-fiction



	-Titch 
-Jasper’s Beanstalk
- The Enormous Turnip
-The Very Hungry Caterpillar

	-What the ladybird heard at the seaside -Sharing a Shell  
-Baby goes to market 
-Shark in the Park
  


	Nursery rhymes:
	Rhyme time -Little Wandle
Humpty Dumpty
Incy Wincy Spider
Round and Round the Garden
Miss Molly had a Dolly
Wind the Bobbin Up
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star

	World Nursery Rhyme week focus

Continue to practice Autumn 1 rhymes 2x weekly rhyme time session.
	I hear thunder
Wiggly woo
If you’re happy and you know it
Sleeping bunnies
I’m a little teapot
Ring-o-roses
	I hear thunder
Wiggly woo
If you’re happy and you know it
Sleeping bunnies
I’m a little teapot
Ring-o-roses
	Revisit taught nursery rhymes, replacing words/creating new verses/exploring rhyme/using instruments
	Revisit taught nursery rhymes, replacing words/creating new verses/exploring rhyme/using instruments

	Nursery writing skills 
progression 
 
	Rising 3s 
	*If your child starts as a rising 3, their writing progression will be assessed each half-term and they will be supported appropriately at their individual level. 

	
	Preschoolers 
	Making spontaneous scribbles in different directions using pencils, crayons, paint, chalk  
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	Forming marks and shapes 
demonstrated by an adult 
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	Scribble writing from left to right 
[image: ]
	Creating pictures that convey a meaning or a story 
 
 

	Name copying. Creating symbols that represent meaning or letters 
 

	Writing name independently. Using letter strings to mark make during play 
 


	Phonics 
Supporting Scheme: 
Little 
Wandle 
	Rising 3s 
	No intake in Autumn term. 
	
	New intake: 
Daily rhyme time sessions with a nursey rhyme focus, Rhyme time games will develop:
· Listening  
· Syllables  
· Rhyming  
· Alliteration  
· Sound knowledge. 
 
	New intake: 
Daily rhyme time sessions with a nursey rhyme focus, Rhyme time games will develop:
· Listening  
· Syllables  
· Rhyming  
· Alliteration  
· Sound knowledge. 


	
	Preschoolers 
	Rhyme time 
Daily rhyme time sessions with a nursery rhyme focus. Rhyme time games will develop the following skills: 
 • Listening  
 • Syllables  
 • Rhyming 
 •Alliteration  
 •Sound knowledge.
	Children will be taught one sound a week, listening to the sound, rehearsing the sound orally, playing some sound games, copying oral blending with the new sound and then playing oral blending games. It is important children are continuing to practice their early skills of listening, syllables, rhyming and alliteration. 

	
	
	
	s a t p i n m 

learn the sound
sound game
blend with the sound
oral blending game
	d g o c k e 

learn the sound
sound game
blend with the sound
oral blending game
	u r h b f l 

learn the sound
sound game
blend with the sound
oral blending game
	j v w y z qu ch 

learn the sound
sound game
blend with the sound
oral blending game
	ck x sh th ng nk 

learn the sound
sound game
blend with the sound
oral blending game



	Communication and Language
	WellComm communication toolkit will be used to support your child to develop their listening, speaking and understanding skills relevant to their own age and ability. 

	
	Start to join in with songs and rhymes.
Shift attention when someone uses name and then follow an instruction.
Start to develop
conversational skills by listening before responding.
Engage in pretend play.
Identify and name a range of familiar objects and people.
Begin to use pronouns I, she, he, her, his with accuracy. 
	Enjoy and join in with simple stories.
Listen and respond to a simple one-step instruction with adult support.
Start to develop pretend play.
Use familiar vocabulary in play.
Sing familiar songs and rhymes.
Communicate basic needs with an familiar adult.
	Enjoy a range of stories,
songs, and rhymes.
Listen to others in one to
one or small groups, when
conversation interests.
Take part in pretend play
using an object to
represent something else.
Confidently talk to a familiar adult about own interests and experiences.
	Start to listen to longer stories with interest and join in with familiar or
repeating parts.
Listen and respond to a two-step instruction.
Answer what and where questions in relation to a story they have read. 
Begin to develop own stories using small world equipment
and during pretend play.
Use new words learned
through play and exploration.
	Follow adult directions (if not intently focused on own choice of activity).
Build up a repertoire of simple songs and rhymes.
Initiate a conversation with
friends or a grown-up while
playing.
Use simple conjunctions (and, because) to join sentences.
	Talk about a story they have listened to.
Express a point of view.
Begin to develop more complex storylines in pretend play with
peers.
Speak in a full sentence of 3-6 words with accuracy.
Talk about things that are
happening now (present day).


	Mathematics 
 

	Rising 3s 
	




Join in saying some number names within songs and stories. 
Show 1 or 2 on fingers
Label amounts as 1 or not 1
Explore and play with shapes.
Compare size using big/little
Respond to simple prepositional language in and on.

	



Model saying number names in order to 10
Practise saying number names in order to 5
Arrange items in their own patterns, e.g. • lining them up.
Enjoys using blocks to create their own simple structures and arrangements.
Show 1, 2 or 3 using fingers
Respond to words such as full/empty/more/less
Find and collect objects for a reason (Autumn)
Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’, etc.
Say what is next in a simple ABAB colour pattern
	*If your child starts in our mid-year intake, their starting points will be assessed and early maths knowledge and skills will be practiced through high-quality interactions and our enabling environment to support them becoming a pre-schooler in September. 

	
	Preschoolers 
	
	
	Join in stable order counting forwards to 10
Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually
Count actions up to 3
Label objects as 1, 2 or 3. 
Explore capacity – full and empty
Talk about natural objects (round, smooth, pointy etc)
Sort shapes into the ‘same’.
Say what is next in a simple ABAB shape pattern
Match dot patterns up to 3.
	Compare weight – heavy/light
Use shapes and blocks to create their own structures and arrangements.
Understand prepositional language in, on, under, behind.
Take or give 1,2 or 3 objects when requested.
Say what is next in a simple ABAB object pattern,
Make own ABAB patterns.
Combine shapes to make new ones.
Select shapes appropriately eg. triangular prism for a roof. 
	Count actions up to 5
Show finger numbers up to 5
Compare quantities using more/fewer
Know the final number said is how many there are in total.
Regonise and name some numerals up to 5.
Listen to and represent sounds using fingers.
Complete simple puzzles.
	Move fingers when saying number names.
Touch and give a number name to each object when counting objects to 5. 
Join in with number rhymes to 5, using fingers or objects to represent the rhyme.
Count out up to 5 objects from a larger amount. 




	Supporting Scheme: White Rose Hub 

	
	Counting 1
Subitise 1
SSM 1 
SSM 2


	Counting 2
Pattern 1
Pattern 2
Comparison 1
Subitise 2
	Counting 3

Subitise 3

Pattern 3

SSM 3

Comparision 2
	Counting 4

Pattern 4

SSM 4



	Counting 5

Pattern 5

Comparison 3

Subitise 4

SSM 5
	Counting 6

Pattern 6

Revisit 

	Physical  
 
Development 
	P.E.
Weekly sessions 
Supporting Scheme: Get Set 4 PE
	Introduction to PE (unit 1) 
	Ball Skills (unit 1) 
	Dance 
(unit 1) 
	Fundamentals 
(unit 1) 
	Games 
(unit 1) 
	Gymnastics (unit 1) 

	
	Gross motor
	Squat to pick up toys
Use feet to scoot along on a tricycle
Kick a large ball
Use arms to move horizontally and vertically

	Stand on one foot momentarily
Move around the environment safely, negotiating space
Put on my own coat 
Join in with simple actions to songs
Use 2 feet on the pedals to successfully pedal a tricycle
	Move to music and express self
Make connections between movement and the marks made
Run and stop safely in a secure space
Rise from a squat position to both feet 
Climb stairs/apparatus using one foot at a time
	Throw a large ball to a target
Empty and fill containers using whole hands to transport with accuracy
Climb on apparatus with increased safety
	Catch a large ball
Take part in activities that encourage movements of different ways
	Run skilfully and adjust speed/direction to avoid obstacles 
Lift, stack and balance larger equipment

	
	Fine motor
	Mark-make using horizontal and vertical lines
	Explore opening and closing scissors (playdough scissors)
Use variety of tools to cut playdough
	Begin to hold mark making tools with a five-finger grasp
Make anti-clockwise circular marks
Thread large beads
Manipulate playdough between thumb and finger
	Use scissors to make snips in paper
Use tools such as pegs and pincers to pick up small objects
Use water squirters to make marks
	Copy letters from own name 
Use one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. make forward snips in paper with child scissors.
Hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand grasp.
	Hold a pencil near the point between first two fingers and thumb and use it with good control.
Copy letters and  numbers of significance that can be recognised Create pictures that resemble their ideas

	
	Opportunities to develop gross and fine motor control will be continuously available to support children at the stages that are appropriate for them. An area of the classroom will be regularly updated as a ‘Funky Fingers’ area to support fine motor development opportunities. Children will use the outdoors to engage in a range of activities that will support the development of their gross motor muscles. Children will access ‘Squiggle whilst you Wiggle’ all year as part of their daily routine. 
 
Summer term – Pre-school children will begin daily ‘Dough disco’ 
 
 

	Understanding the World
	Name and identify simple body parts

Take photographs of each other and look at these to 
describe own features 
 
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials – Autumn materials 
(pinecones, leaves, conkers) 


Talk about who lives in our homes with photos to support
Familiarise self with classroom environment

Cause and effect (toys)

Listen to rhymes/songs through technology sources
	How do we celebrate birthdays?
· Make party invitations 
· Party cakes 
· Party hats 
· Decorations 
· Special clothes 
 
Harvest festival – who celebrates this and why?  Baking activities to celebrate Harvest (bread) 

Use play to explore everyday actions and events from our own experiences 

Use first and then to sequence daily events  

To talk about and use ‘make believe’ technology in play -toys that have flaps, buttons etc.

Explore environment around us through our senses

Talk about what happens in the day/ at night

Story of Christmas and how it is celebrated.
	Creating homes and bridges, exploring which materials work best 

Understand there are different countries in the world

Sequence familiar stories 

Explore differences between people such as celebrations (CNY)

Know that an adult needs to watch when using technology and talk about safety using online devices
 
	Show interest in different occupations. 
 
Special visitors to talk about their roles/jobs. 
 
Talk about who can help to keep us healthy 

Identify how we keep our teeth healthy

Experiment with ramps to move vehicles

Talk about roles in society - people who help us in our 
immediate world

Use the recycling bins independently

Identify what technology can be used for (phone for help 999)

Explore uses for iPad in the classroom
 
	Identify that in our life-time we have grown and changed

Plant a seed and talk about what a plant needs to grow. 

Observe how a caterpillar changes through the life-cycle (Insect Lore)

Observing and caring for mini-beasts in our environment 

Comment on similarities and differences in context of stories, environment and photos

Comment on what we can see and hear within our school environment
 
Creating art using technology


	Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

Identifying foods we like/dislike exploring how they feel, smell and taste

Understand and use wider range of vocabulary linked to home and school

Create simple representations of our own environment

Follow 2 directional instructions using prepositional language (up, down, in, on, under)

Talk about things we might see, hear, smell, taste and feel at the seaside. 

	Routines
	Self-registration - photo and name.
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle
Welcome song and days of the week
Group snack in a circle (adult hand out)
Nursery rhymes and story to end session (lunch and home time)
	Self-registration – photo and name
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle

Welcome song and days of the week

Group snack in a circle (adult hand out)

Nursery rhymes and story to end session (lunch and home time)
	Self-registration – first name
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle
Welcome song and days of the week
Group snack in a circle (adult hand out)
Nursery rhymes and story to end session (lunch and home time)

	Self-registration – first name
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle
Welcome song and days of the week
Group snack in a circle (children select snack after washing hands)
Nursery rhymes and story to end session (lunch and home time)

	Self-registration – find name and mark-make name
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle
*additional dough disco for pre-school
Welcome song and days of the week
Group snack in a circle (children select snack after washing hands)
Children vote for end of session story using one block 
	Self-registration – find name and mark-make name
Daily squiggle whilst you wiggle
*additional dough disco for pre-school
Welcome song and days of the week
Group snack in a circle (children select snack after washing hands)
Children vote for end of session story using one block 

	PSED



	Express a range of emotions.
Safely explore emotions
through play and stories.
Begin to take turns.
Establish sense of self.
Play with increasing
confidence.
	Manage transition from parent to key person.
Talk about their feelings.
Learn to use the toilet
independently.
Grow in independence,
rejecting help.
Develop friendships with
others.
Play with others, sharing
and taking turns.
	Start to understand why
they are feeling the
emotion they are feeling.
Increasingly follow rules.
Develop sense of
responsibility.
Become more outgoing with
familiar people in nursery.

	Start to control their
emotions in certain
situations, with support.
Follow rules and understand why they are important.
Be increasingly independent in meeting own needs.
Notice and ask questions
about differences.
Play cooperatively with
others.
	Begin to take notice of other people’s emotions.
Remember rules with less adult support.
Select and use resources with increased independence.
Play with others, beginning to resolve conflict, with
support.
Play with others, extending and elaborating play ideas.
	Talk about emotions during play
and when listening to stories.
Increasingly remember rules
without being reminded.
Manage own needs, using the toilet, washing and drying hands.
Develop sense of responsibility
and membership of a community.
Talk with others to solve conflicts, with support.
Think about the perspectives of others, with support.
Prepare for transition to school.

	Jigsaw (whole school PSHE curriculum)
	Being Me in My World 
 
I can name my feelings
• I know how work and play with others
• I know why it is important to be kind and gentle
• I understand why it is important to care about others’ feelings
• I can make good choices
• I can follow our class rules 
 
	Celebrating Difference 
 
I can recognise emotions in myself and others
• I know some skills to help make a friend 
• I recognise some ways that I am different yet similar to others 
• I know how to use skills to stand up for themselves 
• I can recognise things I am good at 
• I can identify similarities and differences between my own family and other families
	 Dreams and Goals 
 
 • I understand that challenges can be difficult
• I am learning what it means to be resilient
• I can recognise some of the feelings linked to perseverance
• I can use kind words and can encourage people
• I can talk about time when I kept on trying and achieved a goal
• I am ambitious
• I can feel proud
• I can celebrate success
	 Healthy Me 
 
 • I can notice how my body feels when I am active and understand that moving helps keep me well
• I can recognise when my body needs movement or rest
• I can talk about some ways I can look after myself and keep my body healthy
• I can make simple healthy choices and notice how these help my body and feelings
• I can use strategies that help me feel calm and ready for sleep
• I can take responsibility for caring for my body by keeping myself clean and healthy
• I can identify trusted adults and ask for help when I feel unsafe or unsure
	 Relationships 
 
I can identify what jobs they do in their family and
those carried out by parents/carers and siblings
• I can suggest ways to make a friend or help someone
who is lonely
• I understand there are different ways to mend a
friendship
• I can recognise what being angry feels like
• I know how to use Calm Me when angry or upset
	 Changing Me 

 • I recognise that changing class can elicit happy and/or sad emotions
• I know I can say how I feel about changing class or growing up
• I can identify how I have changed from a baby
• I understand what might change as I get older and explore how this
makes me feel
• I can identify positive memories from the past year in school/home

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Colour exploration through mixing paints/coloured water to see what happens
 
Make and observe marks eg. Footprints, car tracks, animal footprints.

Use 5 senses for hands on exploration of natural objects.

Enjoy listening to and moving to music.
	
Use role-play resources
to act out familiar experiences e.g. birthdays, Christmas 
 
Draw pictures to create party invitations, Rangoli patterns etc. 
 
Make horizontal and vertical marks using a range of mixed media

Learn and perform some songs with appropriate actions.
	Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar. 

Using small world items to act out job roles seen in stories.  
 
Begin to develop pretend play using unfamiliar objects to represent other objects e.g. a box to become a car 

Select shapes appropriately eg. Flat surfaces for building, triangular prism for a roof.  

Create homes and bridges using a variety of construction toys

Fill in the missing word to a nursery rhyme/familiar song

	Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 

Use small world and role play to act out familiar traditional tales. 
 
Talk about pattern in everyday experiences – stripy, wiggly, spotty etc.

Change words to familiar songs and rhymes

Identify songs/rhymes they enjoy
 
	Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.  

Use materials to create minibeast artwork. 
 
Junk modelling activities encouraged and discussed – create junk model bugs/insects. Combine shapes to make new ones (construction area) 

Explore a range of connections within construction (stickle bricks, magnets, balance blocks) 

Accompany songs with percussion instruments, exploring pitch and tempo
	Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 

Name percussion instruments (bells, tambourine, drum, castanet)

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 
 
Makes controlled marks - horizontal, vertical and circular with different tools (Brushes, forks, chalks, water)

Sing favourite nursery rhymes off by heart – perform at the end of year assembly.
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