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Dear Parents,

Firstly, on behalf of the Year Two team, may I thank you for the very generous Christmas gifts. They are very much appreciated. It was a pleasure to see the children perform so well in the Christmas Production and enjoy the party so much.

We can now focus again on lots of learning and progress over the next term. Thank you for all the support with homework and particularly learning spellings. It is really important for them to have these spellings under their belts now to be the foundation for future learning and good homework routines at this stage will have an impact on progress throughout school.

The children have come back raring to go, and have worked hard this week. This letter is just a quick overview of our themes for this half-term, shown overleaf in the grid. As before, any reinforcement you can do with the children will help to secure and extend their learning.

Yours sincerely,

J. Dunn

	Main Content of learning
	Ways to support learning at home

	English

Most of our learning will be about a book called ‘A Street Through Time’.

I can’t recommend it enough! It is a wonderful resource for deepening the children’s understanding about the past, especially chronology.
	The library has lots of other non-fiction books and I will be encouraging the children to bring home more non-fiction this term. I will also be reminding the children that it’s their job to ask us all lots of questions to help their understanding.

Look through the homework folder together. Can they remember previous work? Can they still spell words learnt last term?

Encourage conversation about learning or about favourite pastimes. 

	Maths

Multiplication & Division

Fractions

Maths Spring 2

Statistics

Shape

Length & Height


	Lots of counting up and down in 2s, 5s, 10s and 3s.

Using the vocabulary of fractions at the dinner table: quarters, half, thirds, three-quarters etc

Any opportunity to calculate mentally.

Count up your small change.

Telling the time and discussing times of day. For example ‘dinner will be at 6 o’clock. How long is that?’

Can the children remember homework from last term?

	Science

We will be learning about everyday materials: wood, stone, brick, rubber, metal & glass: why materials are chosen for particular jobs, what can be recycled and where they come from.
	Whilst out and about, what materials can you spot together? Why have they been used for the job?

	Information Technology and computing

We will be focussing on writing algorithms for programmable devices.
	The children have excellent touch-screen skills, but how is their typing and mouse control? Can they keep a diary on the family computer or add captions to family photos? Do they know how to add images to a word document? Can they watch you at work using IT? 

	History 

Based on the book ‘A street Through Time’ we will be travelling back in time finding out about some influential people from the past and the stories about them. A key part of this learning will be to begin to develop a concept of chronology and to understand that things didn’t exist before they were invented.
	If you visit anywhere of historical interest, talk about how old it is in specific terms eg. 300 years ago etc rather than general ‘the olden days’. As with English, encourage talking and discussion. Remind the children they should be asking us lots of questions.

	Art

We will be drawing and sculpting buildings from different historical periods.
	The children could draw your home or the view from their window! Encourage careful observation and detail and drawing with different pens and pencils. Can they make a model of your house with a modelling medium like play dough or plasticine? 

	Physical Education

Dance, Gym and Games on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays
	Play out as much as possible!
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