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17th February 2017
Dear Parents,

I do hope that you and the children are looking forward to some quality time together next week.  Apparently the weather is set to be quite mild which should mean that the children are able to play outdoors.  
We resume school on 27th February at 8:50am, in Key Stage 2, and at 9:00am in Key Stage 1 and Reception. Please be advised that these are the starting times for the children to begin their learning.  The doors are opened five minutes before the official starting times in order to provide the children with plenty of time to hang up their coats etc.  In addition, the teachers complete an electronic class register which is submitted and can only be amended by staff in the main office.  This means that the children need to be on the playground in time for lining up at 8:45am and 8:55am respectively – should they arrive after the doors have been locked it is important that they are checked in at the office so that they can be added to the register.
Dates for your diary 

Monday 27th February 


School reopens 






Fair trade Fortnight commences (Mrs Kelly will be organising this)
Thursday 2nd March                                    World Book Day (come to school dressed as your favourite character)

Tables Challenge Badges

Congratulations this week go to Arabella in Year 5 and Georgia and Louisa in Year 4 (the first Year 4 children to achieve this!).  Children in Year 5 and Year 6 must complete the challenge in 3 minutes 30 seconds: children in Year 4 have 4 minutes.  There is a practice test available on the school website.

Headteacher’s Awards

The following children have received headteacher’s awards (please accept my apologies if I have omitted anyone from the list – I will include them in the next newsletter).

James F 
Cameron 
Scarlett  
Ben W

Rosie 

Frazer
  
Beatrice 

Skye  

Ciaran

Georgia 
Lilly R 

Estelle 

Alexander 
Aimee K 
Anna M
(Y3)
Poppy 

Freya C 

Louis 

Lily (YR)

Jonathon (YR)
George 

Freya C

Jack 

Sophie 

Neva

Harry 

Charlie 

Felix

Emily 

Gala 

Callum

Max
Farewell
Miss Monks will be leaving us on Friday 17th March after five years in her roles as Breakfast Club and After School Club Assistant and also as a Teaching Assistant in Key Stage 1.  We will be very sorry to say goodbye to her and wish her every success in the next phase of her career in Cyprus.

Attendance
The attendance data for each class this half term is as follows:
	Year group
	Presents
	Approved Educational Activity
	Authorised absences
	Unauthorised absences
	Possible
	Attendance

	Reception
	91.3
	0.0
	8.0
	0.7
	100.0
	91.3

	Year 1
	97.3
	0.0
	2.1
	0.6
	100.0
	97.3

	Year 2
	94.7
	1.5
	2.5
	1.3
	100.0
	96.2

	Year 3
	96.3
	0.0
	1.7
	2.0
	100.0
	96.3

	Year 4
	96.0
	1.5
	1.7
	0.8
	100.0
	97.5

	Year 5
	96.8
	0.2
	2.3
	0.7
	100.0
	97.0

	Year 6
	96.7
	0.3
	2.4
	0.6
	100.0
	97.0

	Totals
	95.6
	0.5
	2.9
	0.9
	100.0
	96.2


This means that the class with the best attendance this half term is Year 4 and they will be choosing a special whole class treat eg extra art, extra games etc.

There has been an outbreak of chicken pox in Reception class which has had an effect on attendance in that class.  Please bear in mind that in order to achieve the annual target of 97% (and thus optimise progress in learning), a child can only afford to miss five days in an academic year. This is one of the main reasons that we actively discourage parents from taking holidays in term time.

The attendance data for the academic year so far is as follows:

	Year group
	Presents
	Approved Educational Activity
	Authorised absences
	Unauthorised absences
	Possible
	Attendance

	Reception
	95.2
	0.0
	4.3
	0.5
	100.0
	95.2

	Year 1
	97.4
	0.0
	2.0
	0.7
	100.0
	97.4

	Year 2
	96.5
	0.5
	2.1
	0.9
	100.0
	97.0

	Year 3
	98.0
	0.0
	1.4
	0.7
	100.0
	98.0

	Year 4
	96.7
	0.5
	1.9
	0.9
	100.0
	97.2

	Year 5
	98.2
	0.1
	1.3
	0.5
	100.0
	98.3

	Year 6
	97.2
	0.4
	2.0
	0.4
	100.0
	97.6

	Totals
	97.0
	0.2
	2.1
	0.7
	100.0
	97.2


Internet Safety

It has been brought to my attention that some of our children are using an app at home called musical.ly. I am particularly concerned because the app is deemed to be appropriate for anyone aged 12+ (ie no one of primary school age).  The app is free to download  

 HYPERLINK "https://itunes.apple.com/app/id835599320" https://itunes.apple.com/app/id835599320 or at Google Play 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.zhiliaoapp.musically
 
The criteria for being rated 12+ are as follows:



·         infrequent/mild alcohol, tobacco or drug use or references

·         infrequent/mild mature/suggestive themes

·         infrequent/mild profanity or crude humour

·         infrequent/mild cartoon or fantasy violence

·         infrequent/mild sexual content and nudity

It is a social media platform designed for those who want to create videos to share with friends and the world.  Settings can be turned to private so that only friends can see but in many cases I understand the Twiss Green children can be viewed by anyone around the world as their profiles are in the public domain.  This is something that you may want to address.
Yours faithfully,
LA McGann
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