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19th May 2020
Dear all,

Welcome to the new school year and a warm welcome to the new parents of Twiss Green.  I would like to take the opportunity to provide you with an update from the Governing Body.

Membership:

Mrs Annick Platt (CHAIR)

Co-opted Governor (also a parent)

Mrs Andrea Buchanan (VICE)
Co-opted Governor (also a parent)

Miss McGann

          
Headteacher

Mrs Liz Davis


Parent Governor

Mr Ben Irons



Parent Governor

Mrs Vicky Nixon


Parent Governor

Mrs Hannah Simmonite

Parent Governor

Dr Damian McAreavey 

Authority Governor

Mrs Susan Puckey


Staff Governor

Mrs K Fuller



Observer

Mr D Wood



Observer

Pupil Performance:

Each year Governors review pupil performance and agree new targets to be included in the School Improvement Plan. Performance last year met and exceeded the agreed targets. Key highlights were:

· Early Years (Reception) - upward trend over the past 4 years and continues to perform above national average.

· Year One - increased focus on phonics and for the first time 100% of pupils entered for the phonics test passed. Again significantly above national average.

· KS1 SATs - 80% of pupils achieved the expected standard in combined reading, writing and maths. The national figure is just over 60%.

· KS2 SATs - Overall attainment was more than 20% higher than national average and was one of the highest schools within the Warrington area. 

· Children receiving interventions supported by the use of Pupil Premium funding were benefitting from this additional support and it was clear to see the progress they were making. (Full details of the use of pupil premium funding can be found on the school's website)

However, Governors were greatly concerned by the impact unauthorised pupil absence was having on pupils progress. Currently 34.5% of children have an absence rate of less than 97%. There were also occasions where the school needed to use pupil premium funding to provide extra support for those children who had regular periods of absence and were at risk of falling behind. I’m sure you will agree that these funds should be used for other reasons.  We therefore, fully support Warrington's policy of absences during term time and ask you consider the impact of this before booking any holidays. The Senior Leadership Team (the headteacher and the two assistant headteachers) have carried out a study of the school’s attendance data, linking it with attainment – their findings will be shared with you at Parents Evening.

Improvements to the learning environment and school grounds:

Over the past few years, we have allocated funds for improvements to the learning environments and to improve the external safety of the school. All classrooms and communal areas are now complete plus refurbishments to the school reception area, computer room and breakfast/after school club facilities. Feedback from staff and pupils has been very positive and we are very pleased with the quality of this work.

Your support and contribution:

What is evident each year is the amount of support Twiss Green receives from its parents and a very active PTFA. It is clear that the success of the school is a combined effort and a true partnership. We welcome the new Reception parents and hope you will be able to continue this support for many years to come.

If you would like to contact a member of the Governing Body please see the school website or contact the school office.

Many thanks,

Annick Platt

Chair of Governors
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