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19th June 2020

Dear Parents/Carers,

Despite the horrendous weather I am writing this letter to you with a huge smile on my face.  At long last we have six classrooms filled with almost seventy children in total.  Next week, every single classroom will be filled and we will have almost half our children back in school.

It has to be said, I was truly heartened at the way in which our Reception children returned on Monday – every single one who I spoke to at the main gate had a huge smile on their face.  Year 1 followed suit on Thursday – they were so excited to see their teachers and their friends, and their teachers (and headteacher) were delighted to see them too!

My thanks go to the fantastic staff at Twiss Green who have worked tirelessly to get everything in place.  Most of our TAs are permanently wearing aprons as they spend so much time cleaning surfaces several times a day.  We are going through industrial quantities of Milton, soap, paper towels and disposable PPE.  We are very fortunate in that we have a large number of staff and so have one teacher and one TA per bubble.  Breakfast Club and After School staff are also reporting for duty, either providing additional midday supervision or volunteering to help with the deep clean that takes place after lunchtime on a Friday. 

There is a lot of information on our website about the routines and procedures for each group of children entering and leaving the school site - would you please ensure that you know your own child’s entry and exit points and times.  The 5 minute staggered start time is working extremely well and we hope that this will be continue to be the case when Year 6 return on Monday.  Please note that the main drive will be closed to vehicles (other than those of disabled drivers) at drop off and pick up times.
We do ask that the parents of KS2 children refrain from entering the school site in the morning.  Children in Reception and Year 1 should be brought in by one adult at the appropriate time.  Would you please ensure that you queue up holding your child’s hand ensuring that you are 2m apart from the next family.  If you have siblings with you then they must stay by your side too.  No children should be playing in the school grounds at drop off and pick up time. 

As we have stated in other letters there is a relaxed dress code – Twiss Green top half and leggings/tracksuit bottoms and trainers.  Children should have a bath or shower each day and come into school wearing fresh clothes each day. They will need layers within the classroom on cool days as the windows will be open most of the time.
Some of our younger children are coming to school on scooters and/or bikes.  Please remember to dismount at the school gate and push your vehicle whilst in the school grounds.

Year 2/3/4/5
At the moment we are not expecting these year groups to return before the end of term; however, if there is any way that we can organise some form of taster days before we break up then I am very much hoping that we will do so – please watch this space (as you know Government guidance changes on a daily basis).  

Finally, there are no plans to open school during the summer break.  If your children have been attending regularly since 23rd March, now may be a good time to join a bubble that may be able to support you with childcare during the six week break.

A number of parents have made a point of speaking to me at the school gate and saying how much they appreciate the hard work and effort that has made the return to school go so smoothly.  As I said at the beginning of this letter – this is all down to the fantastic team work at Twiss Green – we are all dedicated to making school as ‘normal’ as it can be in these very strange times.

Yours sincerely,

LA McGann
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