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Dear Parents,

We hope you have had an enjoyable spring break and are ready for the busy term ahead! This letter is designed to give you some basic information about the topics being covered throughout this term.
Our themes for this term are ‘Rivers’ and ‘Habitats’, which we will see mostly through science and geography, but as usual, will be linking much of our curriculum to. 
The homework arrangements will stay the same; spellings, a piece of English or Themed Work and maths given out on Friday and due in the following Friday.  Please check that your child is learning their spellings and sign the handwriting/spelling list to show this. They should be aiming to practise their spellings on the handwriting sheet at least four times. One spelling focus this term is using the possessive apostrophe with plural words; so while the spellings may seem a little easier, the importance is on using them in context and with the apostrophe correctly. Please focus on this with your child.
Coverage of the curriculum this term is on the reverse of this letter, and we hope that this information is helpful.  
We thank you once again for your continued support, and please feel free to contact us with any matters or concerns that you wish to discuss.
  
Kind regards,
Mrs. Milward and Mrs. Sinclair
Topic in Year 4 – Summer Term
	Key vocabulary
	What can be done at home, or brought to school
	Learning
	Subject

	Ask your child about the features of rivers and the terminology used. 

	Discussions about flooding; its causes and effects.
	‘Rivers’ (geography theme): As part of our work on this topic, children will have the opportunity to experience practical fieldwork around the river on our geography field trip (letter to follow), and study the effect it has on the landscape.
	Themed work

	Help children to learn spellings.
	Regular reading to improve fluency and vocabulary. Learn fortnightly spelling lists and the common usage of words. Practise handwriting in the school style.
	We will begin the term writing a newspaper article linked to ‘Rivers’ and ‘Habitats’.  We will then be studying the story ‘Rainbow Fish to the Rescue’, and using this to inspire some creative writing and cartoon strips. Finally, we will write a non-chronological report on flooding.
	English

	
	Ask your child (or check in their homework folder) which tables they are learning and ask them questions about them. They can also practise on the computer.
	In our daily numeracy lessons, the children will be building on mental and written methods for all four operations (+, - , x, ÷) and continuing with problem solving. Other topics being investigated include time, measure (capacity linked to the Rivers theme), handling data (l inked to Science –Mini Beast Hunt – and IT&C) and shape and space. In addition, an important focus is times tables. 
	Mathematics


	
	
	‘Living things and their habitats’ will be the topic focus for this term’s science work. At times, this will link with our ‘Rivers’ theme.  The children will be looking at a variety of mini beasts around the river on our field trip, and will be investigating the habitats in our school grounds.
	Science

	
	
	Our questions this term are: ‘How and why do people worship including at particular sites?’ explored through Judaism, and ‘What is expected of a person in following a religion or belief?’ explored through the Islamic festival Ramadan. 
	R.E

	
	
	Art: Abstract river painting
D&T: Pop-up tree houses (science)
	Art and D&T

	
	
	Linked to science and maths, we will be using sensors and data loggers.  Throughout the second half of the term, we will focus on creating and being able to use branching databases linked to our Science theme, ‘Habitats’.
	IT & Computing

	
	Be active!
	Games and Real PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Outdoor kits will be needed as well through the week. Professional tennis coaching will take place on Thursdays throughout this half term. Swimming will commence in the second half term. A letter will follow.
	PE

	
	Ask the children about their Spanish words and phrases.
	Spanish will be taught by Miss Browne. This term the children will be learning classroom objects.
	MFL

	
	
	 ‘Relationships’: The children will be exploring feelings within the context of their important relationships including family and friends. Following this, we will study ‘Changes’ within our SRE curriculum.
	PSHEE
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