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21st October 2016
Dear Parents,

Dates for your diary

Friday 11th November



Year 4 Sunshine Assembly (at 2:30pm in the hall) 

Friday 18th November 



Year 3 Sunshine Assembly (at 2:30pm in the hall)
Friday 25th November 



Reception Sunshine Assembly (at 2:30pm in the hall)
NB These dates are in addition to the overview that was distributed on Friday 9th September (also available on the school’s website).

Celebration Assemblies

It is our plan to hold one of these each half term in order to celebrate the children’s recent achievements outside school.  If, for example, your child has done well in a gymnastics competition we would like him/her to bring medals and possibly give a short demonstration of his/her skills.  These will take place on a Friday at 2:30pm.

School Uniform

Mrs Vicky Watson, mum to Jack in Year 4 and Harry in Reception has taken over the running of the school uniform from Mrs Clare Reece who has done an amazing job over the last three years - thank you so much Mrs Reece. Mrs Watson can be contacted on 07989 659703.  Please feel free to contact her for all your uniform needs.

Mwanjati Village School Trust

MVST is a registered charity that was founded in 2007 and is run by seven trustees which includes Carol Mtitimila (a former parent), her nephew Anthony (who chairs the charity), David Owen, Hilary Heywood (both of whom are parents) and Miss McGann, (ie me!). The original aim of the charity was to raise funds to build a school in Anthony’s home village in Malawi and to employ a small team of teachers. The school, consisting of two classrooms opened in September 2007 and since then a further three classrooms and house for the headteacher have been added. The monthly cake stall held after school helps to raise the funds needed to help pay the teachers’ salaries (there are four in total and they are funded entirely by the charity).  As you can imagine, the school has expanded over the years - the school opened with 101 children and 1 teacher in 2007; however, there are now 470 children who wanted to be educated at the Mwanjati Village School! Anthony has been seeking extra support from the Local Authority and the great news is that they have agreed to supply and fund a further eight teachers.  It is very important that we continue our fund-raising activities in order to build some new classrooms.  At the moment, several classes are having to take place outside the school building under a tree – there is a fantastic photograph of this taking place on the charity’s website http://www.mvst.co.uk/galleries
Each year we hold a special MVST assembly and this will be taking place next Friday at 2:30pm in the school hall.  The parents of all children who have joined us in the last year are invited to attend. Each new child will be given a Mwanjati money-box in which to save 1p and 2p coins – once it is full it should be returned to school for counting and your child will receive a special certificate.  In the last year we have raised in excess of £500 – thank you so much!  Counting the money is very time-consuming, as you can imagine.  If any parents can spare half an hour or so to spend time counting coins I’d be extremely grateful! You can donate to the charity by text please text the words MVST11 followed by an amount e.g. £1, £2, £5, £10 and so on to 70070.  Donating by text is a great way to make a contribution, as with every donation MVST also receives 'Gift Aid', meaning that your support can go a lot further. E.g. for every £10.00 donated we actually receive £11.74.
Attendance

As you will be aware we are hoping to improve our attendance figures for this year and it is my intention to report to parents about this on a regular basis.  I know that number of you took time to look at the display on Parents Evening which showed the direct correlation between attendance and attainment.  Children at Twiss Green are almost twice as likely to be exceeding Age Related Expectations if they achieve the school’s attendance target of 97% 

	Year Group (rank)
	attendance 

2015-16
	% achieving 97%  + target 2015-16
	attendance

for this half-term 
	% achieving 97% +
this half-term

	Reception (n/a)
	n/a
	n/a
	97.9%
	71%

	Year 1  (6)
	96.2
	35%
	98.5%
	76%

	Year 2  (3)
	97.4
	67%
	98.6%
	78%

	Year 3  (4)
	96.8
	57%
	99.4%
	90%

	Year 4  (1)
	97.6
	74%
	96.8%
	71%

	Year 5  (2)
	97.5
	68%
	98.9%
	84%

	Year 6  (5)
	96.6
	48%
	98.3%
	97%


As you can see from the table above, only half of our classes reached the school’s attendance target of 97% in 2015-16.  I am glad to say that the children in Year 3 (who were ranked fourth last year) have made a very good start to this academic year – long may it continue.  They are the class with the best attendance so far this half term and if this is still the case at the end of next week they will be rewarded with a special Year 3 only treat (an activity of their own choosing).
Thread Worms

Threadworms are a common type of worm infection in the UK, particularly in children under the age of 10. They infect the large intestine of humans. If you think you or your child may have threadworms, you can usually treat the infection yourself with medication available at pharmacies without a prescription.  You only need to see your GP if you think you have threadworms and you're pregnant or breastfeeding, or if you think your child has threadworms and they're under two years old. There is further information about this and other childhood ailments on the school website.
Children’s Joke Competition

Mrs Puckey organised a joke competition for all the children – thank you to all the parents who worked with their children on producing some hilarious and not so hilarious jokes. This is a national competition organised by The Communication Trust  who are also responsible for ‘No Pens Day’ .  The two winning jokes from Twiss Green (told by Oliver Maddison in Y6 and Frazer Hollington in Year 1) will be sent to a judging panel and they will shortlist the best ones they receive. The shortlisted joke tellers, along with their parent or guardian, will be invited to a grand final at Speaker’s House in Westminster on 2nd March 2016. There are videos of the class finalists telling jokes on the school website. http://twiss-green.eschools.co.uk/website/joke_competition/236909
Yours faithfully,
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