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15th January 2020

Dear Parents,


Happy New Year!  And let’s face it, the staff and I couldn’t wait to say goodbye to 2019 given all the upheaval and stress we, you and the children endured towards the end of it, we couldn’t wait to get back to normality.  We finally said goodbye to the last piece of scaffolding on Friday (10th January), bearing in mind that I opened up school on Monday 19th August to welcome the first piece of scaffolding. I make that a total of 144 days for a job that was supposed to take 10 weeks. The good news is that the roof is guaranteed for 25 years, hopefully I won’t still be here for the next installation!
Apologies

At the end of last term, the staff discussed the impact ‘toast’ was having on the children’s playtime.  In particular, we felt that the children in Y1 and Y2 were spending so much time eating (they all have their free fruit at playtime also) there was little time for them to be running around.  We decided to offer toast to KS2 only (who don’t qualify for free fruit).  Obviously this decision should have been communicated to you and I apologise for any inconvenience caused by not doing so. We will be seeking your views on toast at the end of this term. Please will you ensure that your children bring healthy snacks into school each day – it is only on Friday that the children are allowed to have a small treat. 
Children’s Mental Health Week
This has been a great success in recent years and so we will be doing it again next month.  Mrs Puckey will be coordinating this and will send out further information nearer the time. This year the theme is Find Your Brave [sic] – we know that bravery comes in all shapes and sizes and is different for everyone.  We will be raising awareness about the different forms bravery can take – it can be about sharing worries and asking for help, trying something new or pushing yourself outside your comfort zone. Further information can be found on https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/about-the-week
PTFA matters

The PTFA met on Tuesday 14th January and made a number of decisions.  Those of you with children in Reception and Key Stage 1 will have seen that the ‘Trim Trail’ is in need of some major repairs.  It was agreed that some of the money from the crowd funding’ page will be used for this work.  The remainder will be used for a 9m x 1.2m history timeline that will be installed in the school hall on the wall above the big display.

Finally, it was agreed that we will purchase a totally new and innovative PSHE scheme of work.  Jigsaw PSHE perfectly connects the pieces of Personal, Social and Health Education, 
emotional literacy, social skills and spiritual development into a lesson-a-week programme.

It is a unique, spiral, progressive and effective scheme of work, aiming to prepare children for life, helping them really know and value who they truly are and understand how they relate to other people in this ever-changing world.  We are very excited about it and will be launching it next half term.
 Jigsaw PSHE perfectly connects the pieces of Personal, Social and Health Education, el-

Yours faithfully,
Overview of Spring Term 2020 for Parents
	Week commencing
	Main Events
	Notes

	6.1.20
	Choir and Minecraft Club recommence this week
	

	13.1.20
	KS2 Clubs start this week
Final Open Afternoon for 2020 Reception intake Monday 13th
	

	20.1.20
	Cake Stall in aid of MVST after school

(pre-loved uniform for sale too) 
	

	27.1.20
	Orchestra begins this week

Y1 Sunshine Assembly Friday 31st at 2:30pm
	

	3.2.20
	Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 

Year 6 Capoeira workshops begin

	

	10.2.20
	Safer internet Day Tuesday 11th 

Break up for half term
	

	17.2.20
	HALF TERM
	

	24.2.20
	
	

	2.3.20
	Wed 4th and Thurs 5th Parents Evening (4-7pm)

Fairtrade Fortnight. World Book Day Thursday 5th  
(Children come to school dressed as a character from one of their favourite books).  

Book Swap event (organised by the School Council)

Friday 6th  Reception Sunshine Assembly at 2:30pm
	

	9.3.20
	Fairtrade Fortnight
Y6 Capoeira Performance Friday 13th 
	

	16.3.20
	
	

	23.3.20
	
	

	30.3.20
	World Autism Day Thursday 2nd April
	

	6.4.20
	Jim Jam Jog Thursday 9th

	


Other school events yet to be confirmed include: 

· Sunshine Assemblies
· Educational visits by individual classes
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