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Friday 4th December 2020
Dear Parents,

Dates for your diary

Wednesday 9th December
Christmas dinner for YR/Y1/Y2

Thursday 10th December

Christmas dinner for Y3/Y4

Friday 11th December

Christmas Tree Festival at Newchurch

Christmas Jumper Day (£1 per child donation for 
Save the Children) 

Y4 Sunshine Assembly (virtual)
Christmas dinner for Y5/Y6




Thursday 17th December

Jingle Jangle Jog (PTFA event)

Friday 18th December

Break up at 2:30pm
Christmas

Obviously, we are limited in what we are able to do as far as Christmas is concerned e.g. we are not allowed to sing together as a school, or to put up decorations in the classrooms.  Hopefully, you will have seen the classroom windows – my thanks go to the staff and TAs who spent a lot of time doing them.  Thank you also to Bents Garden Centre who again, provided us with two Christmas trees.  The smaller one will be on display in Newchurch Parish Church on 11th December as part of their Festival. The larger one, that is usually in the main entrance, is in the hall this year (so that all the children can see it) and it will be decorated using baubles decorated by the children (further details from the PTFA).  
Plans are afoot for the children to celebrate Christmas in their own classrooms during the last week (no Looby-Loo or KS2 party this year, I’m afraid).  The teachers will be sending out letters about bringing food into school for party teas and I know that Reception, Y1 and Y2 will be watching a pantomime.

Full scale Christmas productions are not allowed but we will be recording something to share with you online. Both Rec/KS1 and KS2 will be involved in performing a version of the Nativity. 
Unfortunately, the children will be unable to exchange Christmas cards in school this year – I’m so sorry, I know how much they enjoy doing this.  This also means that the staff will be unable to receive cards and gifts too.
Year 6 Residential visit to The Conway Centre

Given recent news about the Coronavirus vaccine we are hopeful that the annual visit for Y6 will be able to go ahead in the summer.  We will, however, need to take a calculated risk if we are to organise it.  
Ideally, we will be sending a 25% deposit of £52 per child at the beginning of the spring term. This would be lost if we cancelled after 7th April 2021.  Cancelling after 5th May would mean losing 50% of the total cost and cancelling after 16th June would mean losing the full amount of £208.  I feel that it is only fair that you, as parents, make the final decision.  

Please bear in mind that the parents of children in receipt of Pupil Premium are only required to make a nominal donation to the cost of the visit. Would you please send a text message to the school office if you would like us to book the visit, bearing in mind that you may lose some of your deposit if it is cancelled.  If you can let us know as soon as possible this would be a great help to Mrs Henthorn.

Reminders

I do realise that the word ‘reminders’ is seen by some of our parents as ‘being told off’ and I’m really sorry about that.  It has to be said, that most of the reminders are actually brought to my attention by concerned parents and grandparents.  Please remember that when you are picking up and dropping off your children you should be wearing a face covering.  In addition, if you are waiting in your cars, either on Petersfield Gardens or on Chiltern Road, would you please turn off your engines.

School dinners

We re-introduced school dinners for our younger children two weeks ago.  We are limited to the number of children that can be in the hall at any one time (with a maximum of two classes at any one time) – the children must be seated in their class bubbles which means that Reception are eating at 11:45am, Year 1 at 12 noon and Year 2 at 12:15pm.  It is our intention to begin a rolling programme of school dinners in the spring term:

	Date (w/c)
	Year group
	Year group
	Year group

	4.1.21
	YR
	Y1
	Y2

	11.1.21
	YR
	Y3
	Y4

	18.1.21
	YR
	Y5
	Y6

	25.1.21
	YR
	Y1
	Y2

	1.2.21
	YR
	Y3
	Y4

	8.2.21
	YR
	Y5
	Y6


Kind regards,

LA McGann
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