[image: image1.jpg]


Twiss Green Community Primary School Policy Statement

Sex and Relationships Policy

Introduction
It is important that all primary schools have a sex and relationships education programme tailored to the age and physical and emotional maturity of all children. It is essential that pupils are adequately prepared in advance, to understand about puberty before they experience the onset of physical changes. In the early primary school years, education about relationships needs to focus upon friendship, bullying and the building of self-esteem. To meet these objectives we have put in place a graduated age-appropriate programme of sex and relationship education.

Definition

Sex education is a lifelong process whereby children and young people acquire knowledge, skills and understanding, and develop beliefs, attitudes and values about their sexuality and relationships within a moral and ethical framework. It is about understanding the importance of stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care within the relationships and the impact these have on family life.  It is also about the teaching of sex, sexuality and sexual health. Sex education is not about the promotion of sexual orientation or sexual activity. 

Process for Policy development

A working party was set up to review the existing SRE policy. The group comprised of the headteacher, PSHEE coordinator, 2 class teachers, members of the governing body and numerous parent representatives.  Parents were provided with an opportunity to view the ‘Christopher Winter Project’ scheme including resources, and a questionnaire was provided for their feedback. The working party met to discuss the questionnaire feedback, examine the proposed scheme and finally, evaluate the existing policy. 

Aims and objectives

The following principles underpin the development of the school’s policy.

· Sex education starts informally at an early stage with parents and carers, and continues through to adulthood both within the home and at all stages of school life.

· To help children to understand themselves, have a positive self-image and have good feelings and attitudes towards living and loving 

· Sex education should contribute to the physical, emotional, moral and spiritual development of all young people within the context of today's society.

· Education about sexuality and relationships should reflect the religious, cultural, and ethnic influences within the home, the school and the community.

· Sex education should be non-discriminatory and sensitive to the diverse backgrounds and needs of all young people.

The key aims of sex education are to:

· Provide pupils with accurate and relevant information about the physical and emotional changes they will experience throughout their formative years and into adulthood at an age related level;

· Develop understanding about the way human beings reproduce;

· Establish an awareness of the importance of stable family life and relationships, including the responsibilities of parenthood;

· Provide opportunities for pupils to develop personal and interpersonal skills that will enable them to make and maintain appropriate relationships within the family, with friends and within the wider community;

· Enable pupils to develop and reflect upon their beliefs, attitudes and values in relation to themselves and others within the school and community;

· Foster self-awareness and self-esteem and a sense of responsibility and respect for themselves and others.

· Ensure that all information relating to sexual attitudes and behaviour in present day society is balanced and objective.

· Develop a curriculum, in the broadest sense, which reflects equal esteem for boys and girls, women and men.

 Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Headteacher and Governing Body monitor and evaluate the policy and scheme of work with staff.

Delivery of lessons

Class teachers deliver the majority of lessons, although on occasion, visitors will be invited to enhance the learning. Arrangements are made for the School Nurse and our teaching staff to give lessons on menstruation to our Year 5 girls and on personal hygiene to the Year 5 boys.

 Sex and relationship education will be delivered through ‘The Christopher Winter SRE Project’ scheme of work. The school feels that this scheme allows children to develop their knowledge and understanding through varied and interesting activities, with lessons that are age appropriate and sensitive to children’s needs. Progression through the year groups is very clear, and it allows children to keep revisiting topics at a level that matches their maturity.  

Sex and relationship education is usually delivered in mixed gender groups however, there may be occasions where single gender groups are more appropriate and relevant.

Health Education, excluding sex education, also takes place as part of Circle Time, Science and the PSHEE curriculum, which is taught to all children throughout the school. 

Within each class the children are taught using a range of teaching and learning strategies; teaching methods take account of the developmental differences of the children. Children are also encouraged to work collaboratively and independently – we think that it is important that the children are given the opportunity to shape their own ideas.  

Working with Parents

We are committed to working in partnership with parents and have included them in the consultation process of this policy to ensure that we reflect parents’ wishes and the culture of the community that the school serves. The school informs parents when aspects of the sex and relationship programme are to be taught and parents are able to view the resources used upon request. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from any sex education lessons which do not form part of the National Curriculum orders for Science. 

Issues such as homosexuality, masturbation, HIV (sex related) and other sexually transmitted diseases will not usually be covered; however in special circumstances genuine concerns being expressed by a child will be dealt with confidentially by a member of staff and the School Nurse.  (There is an appendix to this policy that has been agreed by staff and governors outlining the way in which questions such as these will be dealt with).

Ground rules for delivering Sex and Relationship Education

It is essential that schools help children develop confidence in talking, listening and thinking about sex and relationships. Therefore the school has put into place a set of ground rules which will help teachers create a safe environment. 

No one (teacher or pupil) will have to answer a personal question;

No one will be forced to take part in a discussion;

Only the correct names or body parts will be used; and meanings of words will be explained in a sensible and factual way in which teachers do not feel embarrassed or anxious about unintended or unexpected questions or comments from children.

Child Protection / Confidentiality 

Teachers need to be aware that effective sex and relationship education, which brings an understanding of what is and is not acceptable in a relationship, may lead to disclosure of a child protection issue.

The staff member will inform the Head Teacher /Designated Child Protection person in line with the LEA procedures for child protection.

A member of staff cannot promise confidentiality if concerns exist.
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Appendix 1

Dealing with questions

Teachers should establish clear parameters of what is appropriate and inappropriate in a whole class setting. It may be that on occasion unexpected questions or comments from pupils in a whole-class situation will occur.  Having a set of ground rules should reduce the chances of this happening but teachers will deal with these in the following way:

· If a question is too personal, the teacher should remind the pupil of the ground rules. If the pupil needs further support, the teacher can refer her or him to the appropriate person, such as a school nurse, helpline, or an outside agency or service;

· If a teacher doesn’t know the answer to a question, it is important to acknowledge this, and to suggest that the pupil or teacher or both together research the question later;

· If a question is too explicit, feels too old for a pupil, is inappropriate for the whole class, or raises concerns about sexual abuse, the teacher should acknowledge it and promise to attend to it later on an individual basis. In this way, the pupil will feel they have been treated with respect, but the rest of the class will not have to listen to personal experience or inappropriate information. To maintain trust and respect the teacher must remember to talk with the pupil later; and

· If a teacher is concerned that a pupil is at risk of sexual abuse, they should follow the school’s child protection procedures.

